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Lt. Gov. Rick Perry talks to student Joni Barrow during his 
brief visit at TTC. 
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SNOWED INFORA DAY: The East Texas area got hit with a brief snowstorm that lasted only two days but closed most schools 
in the area including TJC. See " Snow ", page 7. 


Apache Pals need more volunteer mentors 


by Shawna Dunkel 
staff writer 

Apache Pals is their name, 
mentoring is their game. 

Pals is a mentoring program 
designed to help young stu¬ 
dents believe that they can do 
anything if they set their minds 
to it, Pals Coordinator Melinda 
Coker said. 

This program started after 
instructors noticed TJC stu¬ 
dents were being rude and hav¬ 
ing bad attitudes. TJC hired Dr. 
Otis Webster to find out what 
was going on with the students 
and how to improve their be¬ 
havior. A Task Force discov¬ 
ered that most college students’ 
attitudes and problems start 
when they are younger. 

The Task Force, with 
Webster's leadership, created a 
partnership with Dogan Middle 
School. The mentoring pro¬ 
gram is designed to help young 
students learn community ser¬ 
vice and how to succeed. 

Dogan Principal G.eerge 
Faber and teachers selected 70 
students, who could benefit 


from mentoring and The Dogan 
Leadership Academy was 
bom. 

TJC mentors spend one 
hour a week at Dogan with 
their student and the middle 
school students come to TJC 
one day each semester. 

“Every time I go to Dogan, 
more and more students ask if 
they can have a mentor,” Coker, 
who directs the campus Career 
Center, said. 

The program was on a good 
track until the holidays, and 
then TJC students dropped like 
flies. Coker has recruited fac¬ 
ulty, staff and community 
people to help mentor. 

“Even (TJC President) Dr. 
Crowe volunteered. He helps 
his men tee by practicing TAAS 
math questions,” Coker said. 

“These young students 
need (o.see someone who will 
stick by them and care for 
thejo.” Qoker &aid Mentoring 
helps young teens do better in 
school, atftf'Taises their goals. 

TJC student mentors dis¬ 
cover they'have made'an im¬ 


pact on someone’s life and 
changed it for the better. 

Coker needs at least 25 
more volunteers to mentor one 


hour a week between 8:15 a.m. 
and 3 p.m. Anyone can sign up 
with her in Pirtle Technology 
room 202. 
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New store 
gets old name 

by Melissa Raynor 
staff writer 

A new convenience store 
in the Pirtle Technology Cen¬ 
ter provides a deli and food 
mart in place of an old con¬ 
ference room on the ground 
floor. 

Named for the old student 
center, the Tee-Pee offers a 
variety of sandwiches as well 
as fruit smoothies, gourmet 
coffee and other food items. 

The Tee-Pee earned its* 
title in a name-the-conve- 
nience-store contest spon¬ 
sored by Marriot Manage¬ 
ment Services which has a 
contract to provide campus 
food service. 

Surgical Technology Di¬ 
rector, Sherry Seaton won 
with the old-fashioned name. 
She was awarded $75 in 
Apache Bucks which can be 
used at any campus Sodexho 
Marriott food outlet. 

The Tee-Pee is open Mon¬ 
day through Friday from 7 
a.m. to 7 p.m. 
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What's the best, most inexpensive Valentine gift you've ever received? 

“A home- - “A piece of “Nothing.” \ -*;C“A cookie 

m a - d e ’ !/Scandy.” wm* ** ^ , Bouquet.” 


“A neck¬ 
lace.” 


card.” 
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Corporations are destroying snowboarding 


by Mike Pero 
page editor 

In the beginning, Nike ca¬ 
tered to app&ret'rtg^s of those 
who participated in traditional 
sports: soccer, basketball, foot¬ 
ball,‘tennis, all legitimate fields 
of competition by higher powers. 
As the years progressed, many 

found it fashionable to include 

■« 

Nike brand j3f5ducts in their ev¬ 
eryday wardrobe. Soon Nike was 
one of the biggest providers of 
athletic wear around the globe, a 
major corporation with infinite 
possibilities. 

Snowboarding, created by 
bored surfers looking for a way to 
pass the downtime of winter, 
made its financial debut at the 
1998 Winter Olympics in 
Nagano, Japan. During the late 
80s and early 90s, a core group of 
activists keptsnowboardingalive. 


They started small companies to 
provide equipment needed to 
conquer terri tory once domi nated 
by only skiers. By 1995, most ski 
resorts realized ‘snowboarding 
was the next big thing. They 
moved skiers to a back burner as 
they built special parks and runs 
to cater to the boarders. Publicity 
grew, the once-small companies 
expanded and merged, and pretty 
soon every pre-pubescent kid in 
America was thinking how cool 
Todd Richards looked as he 
busted phat 720 spins in the pipe 
in Nagano. 

Seeing how cool and hip 
snowboarding is, Nike has de¬ 
cided to make their own line of 
snowboarding accessories. Nike 
brand parkas, boots, and yes, even 
bindings are now available for 
purchase. They have even spon¬ 
sored talented riders to flaunt their 


wares at every available 
snowboarding venue. This, my 
friends, is wrong. 

As a snowboarder, it grieves 
me to turn on the Winter X Games 
and see alongside every run, gi¬ 
ant banners proclaiming the great 
taste of Sprite and Butterfingers 
candy. Companies who have no 
interests in snowboarding save 
making money realize how prof¬ 
itable this market is and are pro¬ 
ceeding to buy it up in great 
chunks, as a shark might tear at a 
defenseless dolphin. The pure 
unadulterated essence of 
snowboarding has been perverted 
and raped by corporations who 
see it only as a new image, a way 
to be hip, and sell their wares to 
unsuspecting consumers. 

To the average East Texan, 
the demise of the snowboarding 
industry might not be important. 


But sadly it provides one of the 
many examples of corporate sell 
outs that we see all around us. An 
automobile company that used to 
claim being all American decides 
to ship materials in from other 
countries where labor is cheaper. 
A major hotel decides to buy out 
Mom and Pop’s local eatery on 
the comer, tear it down and build 
something more modem. A tal¬ 
ented band decides to accept a 
contract from a major recording 
company and conform to their 

requirements. Thelistgoeson. 

Too many decisions to day 
are cost-based. It’s time we as 
consumers step back from the 
addicting glow of popular cul¬ 
ture, look beneath all the glitter 
and glamour, and decide for our¬ 
selves if this is really something 
we can wholeheartedly support. 


Cousin's funeral teaches important but tragic lesson 


by Jamenick Gunter 
staff writer 

I had never been to a Holiness 
Church when I attended a funeral 
in Dallas for my cousin Dabric’s 
kids who were k 1 1 led in acar wreck. 
Dabric and his wife managed to 
survive their children’s funeral. I 
thought the funeral would be one 
of the saddest I would ever attend, 
but 1 was wrong because I felt like 
I was in church. 

Dabric got up and started singing 
and playing the piano, then the 
choirjoinedhim, then people in the 
altar area started singing. He told 
us not to be sad, because God does 
things for a reason. Whatever 
reason his kids got taken away 
from him would put most people 
in shock. But he stayed strong 
throughout.the service. 


He also said that his children 
are in a better place, where God is 
taking care of them. Dabric loved 
his kids and he had to stay strong 
for his wife and family. 

I could say nothing to him to 
make him feel better. I really did 
not know what to say. I was scared 
to talk to him, but I knew that I 
would have to go speak to him. 

I went to hug him, very slowly 
the words, “Keep your hand in 
God’s hand” came out of my 
mouth. He said he would. 

Dabric is an easy person to get 
along with, he goes to church and 
he always kept his children in 
church. Inmymindlasked/Why 
did this have to happen to him and 
his family?’ 

I was very upset when I first 
heard the bad news. But I know 


the things that happen occur in life 
for a reason. Even through trag¬ 
edies, God always has reason for 
taking lives. Dabric told the entire 
congregation that they should get 


asclosetotheirfamiliesaspossible 
because they don’t know when 
their last day on earth is. 

No one does. 


Letter to the editor... 

To the Tyler Junior College News writers and staff, 

Hello. My name is Jonathan Clark and I am a student here at 
TJC. I was recently reading the December 6th issue and read 
Danny Gallagher’s .article “Ameiica looking to beat China's 
S ATs in a ’a steel cage'.” I understand that the paper's writers are 
not professionals, but this is an institution of higher learning and 
there should be standards that must be followed. Phrases like 
“...faking like a high school cheerleader on prom night” and the 
use of the word “friggen” (sic) at anytime severely detract from 
not only the school s intellectual credibility, but also from the 
entire student body's as well. The school paper should be a source 
of pride rather that shame; and as long as irresponsible journalism 
continues to be printed, shame is exactly what I feel. 

Sincerely, 
Jonathan Clark 
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STD statistics should motivate 


by Ashley Tompkins 
page editor 

We’ve all seen the bill¬ 
boards posted around town 
telling us that one in four teens 
who are sexually active are 
also dealing with sexually 
transmitted diseases. 

Students seem to take this 
topic lightly, but what hap¬ 


pens when Jane Cool learns she 
has just joined the 15-to-19- 
year olds, infected with STDs? 

One fourth of America’s 
teens have had sex with one 
person or another, meaning that 
about a quarter of those 15.3 
million new cases of STD’s re¬ 
fer to people our age. 

Obviously,school, money. 


jobs and relationships do not 
provide sufficient stress. 
Some of us must look for 
trouble in other areas. 

You may be one who has 
had only one sexual partner, 
or you may be someone who 
has had multiple partners. No 
matter the circumstances, we 
must all learn to take respon¬ 


sibility for our actions. 

So if you’re gonna play the 
game—buy abox of condoms. 
What’s 30 seconds when 
you’re affecting your health 
and future? 

Or better yet, as our grade 
school teachers used to remind 
us, keep your hands and other 
body parts to yourself. 


Chocolates offer bittersweet alternative 


by Ashley Tompkins 
page editor 

It’s that time again. 
Couples are walking hand in 
hand, love is in the air and it 
seems as if cupid is aiming 
his arrow at many of us. 

That’s how we picture 
Valentine’s Day. but let’s 
face reality. Boxes of choco¬ 
late will sit before thousands 
of single, depressed young 
Women as they cry at all the 


Three ways to 
beat the high 
cost of college. 

1. The Montgomery Gl Bill 

2. Student loan repayment 

3. Part-time Income 


The Army Reserve Alternate 
Training Program is a smart way to 
pay for college. 

First, if you qualify, the 
Montgomery GI Bill can provide 
you with up to $7,124 for current 
college expenses or approved 
vo/tech training. 

Second, if you have—or obtain— 
a qualified student loan not in 
default, you may get it paid off at 
the rate of 15% per year or $500, 
whichever is greater, up to a maxi¬ 
mum of $10,000. Selected military 
skills can double that maximum. 

Third, you can earn part-time 
money in college, and here’s how 
it works: One summer you take 
Basic Training, and the next sum¬ 
mer you receive skill training at 
an Army school. You’ll earn over 
$1,500 for Basic and even more for 
skill training. Then you’ll attend 
monthly meetings at an Army 
Reserve unit near your college, 
usually one weekend a month plus 
two weeks a year. You’ll be paid 
over $107 a weekend to start. It’s 
worth thinking about. Give us a call: 

903 - 534-8084 

BE ALL YOU CAN Bif 

ARMY RESERVE 

www.goarmy.com 


love-filled moves they have the chocolate and we wept 
rented. Within three hours through the movies, 
themovie’soverandthecandy During junior high and 
box is completely empty. high school Valentine’s Day 
Many will then become was made into this Really 
more depressed because they Big Deal. No one wants to 
just devoured an entire box of be*stuck at home alone with 
chocolates —- albne. So goes a box of Kleenexes bnd a 
the true story of Valentine’s box of candy. They want to 
Day. be out with friends enjoying 

I have fallen, with many of time with that special some- 
my friends* mto this category one. 

at one time or another. We ate Now we are older, so we 


can realize this holiday is 
special, but not quite as dra¬ 
matic as it once was. A rose. 
A kiss. A little wine and dine 
and the night’s over. 

So if you find yourself 
sitting alone on Valentine’s 
Day with a box of yummy 
chocolates and a stack of 
sappy movies, remember we 
have all been there some¬ 
time and yes, we made it 
through OK. You will too. 


Students, colleagues remember 
Doggett's good teaching, kindness 


by Kristi Flippin 
page editor 

Often found jogging in the 
early mornings at the Ornelas 
HPE Center or working after 
hours to tutor students, Dr. Billy 
Jack Doggett, math teacher and 
former TJC athletic director, 
died Jan. 7 in his sleep. He was 
66 . 

Born Dec. 12, 1934 in 
Paxton, Doggett spent more than 
half his life teaching and coach¬ 
ing. AfterattendingTJC in 1953 
-54 as a basketball player, 
Doggett continued his studies 
at Stephen F. Austin University 
where he earned bachelor's and 
masters degrees. 

He started teaching and 
coaching at Troup High School 
in 1959 and taught at Leverett’s 
Chapel, Tyler Independent 
School District and KilgoreCol- 
lege before he returned to the 
land of the Apaches in 1970, 
wher^he coaehed’basketball and 
became "athletic director. TJC 
won six national men’s tennis 
tournaments, 1-2 NIC A A. foot¬ 
ball bowl games, and eight na¬ 
tional women’s basketball tour¬ 
naments while he headed ath¬ 


letics. 

“Even though the dance 
program moved from athlet¬ 
ics to fine arts and he was not 
responsible for the Belles, he 
was always supportive and 
took time to compliment the 
group whenever he saw us,” 
Apache Belle Director Ruth 
Flynn said. “He was a dear 
friend and collegue and he will 
be truly missed.” 

His coaching yearswere 
marked by many accomplish¬ 
ments: Baseball Coach of the 
Year at John Tyler High 
School 1966-68, Athletic Jun¬ 
ior College Men’s Tennis 
Coaches Hall of Fame in 1998, 
and the National Junior Col¬ 
lege Athletic Association Ser¬ 
vice Award in April, 1999. 

Survivors include his wife, 
Audrey, daughter Beverly and 
her husband Brad Allen, two 
grandchildren, Jessika and 
Midison, his brother Jimmy 
Doggett, and uncle, Floyd 
Wagstaff of Tyler. 

He was buried at Cathe¬ 
dral in the Pines Jan. 9 after a 
funeral at Glenwood Church 
of Christ where he was a long¬ 


time member 

“He was the type of teacher 
you always wanted to be 
around,” sophomore Nicole 
Smith said. “He gave you a 
hard ti me but you knew he was 
only trying to get a laugh out of 
you.” 

“He was a really great 
teacher. I can’t believe he’s 
gone,” one astonished student 
said. 

For Nancy Paul, now a ra¬ 
dio-television instructor, his 
eighth grade math class was 
something she remembered. 

“He was always fair and 
interested in what he did,” Paul 
said. “I had other coaches for 
teachers, but I always felt athey 
were there because they had to 
be. Doggett wasn't like that. 
His mind was on math in math 
class and he was there to help 
you because he wanted to.” 

“He was a real good teacher 
who tried to get on a personal 
level with all his students,” 
freshman Jonna Dowdy from 
Troup said.“Mr. Doggett 
would always ask me, ‘How 
are those Belles doing, Jonna?’ 
He made learning fun.” 
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FBI Agent James Reese 
examines school violence 



by Ashley Tompkins and Julie Steck 
page editors 

Dr. James T. Reese, a re¬ 
tired FBI agent with 25 years 
experience, gave some 300 
students and faculty a closer 
look at violence Jan. 25. 

Despite all the chaos so¬ 
ciety brings, Reese says he 
awakes each morning asking 
himself, “How can I help 
someone today?” 

“It’s what you do with 
your life. I’m no better than 
the rest of you, I just have 
more titles.” 

“I wasn’t a part of the top 
half of my class. I was the 
half that made the top half 
poxsrme,” Reese said with a 
chuckle. 

R^se spojee about his en- 
cOuntektwitfi vjoJence from- 
two perspectives: as an FBI 
agent and as father of a col¬ 
lege student. 

“I always tell my daugh¬ 
ter to lock the door, check 
behind the shower curtains at 
hotels and to have her key in 
hand as she goes to her car. I 


am not trying to scare any¬ 
one, but these things are com¬ 
mon sense,” Reese, who holds 
a Ph. D. in counseling and 
human development, said. 

With murderoccurringev- 
ery 27 minutes and rape every 
six minutes, common sense 
says people should watch out 
for themselves and take pre¬ 
cautions. New guns are pro¬ 
duced every 20 seconds and 
are shot every two minutes, 
Reese said. 

Some would say the cause 
for increasing violence is in¬ 
justice. “I’m too black.” “I’m 
too white.” “I’m too poor.” 
When people are faced with 
these “injustices,” Reese said 
a snowball effect can occur, 
Anyone could commit mur¬ 
der and blame it on the fact 
that they didn’t feel accepted 
by someone. 

He advised looking at 
what you are doing first.. 

“Who are you following? 
Are they going where you 
want to go?” Reese asked. 

“You are a product of 


your thought,” he said.. 

College students need and 
deserve “an environment where 
you are not afraid,” he said. 
Some students stay away from 
night classes for fear of walk¬ 
ing to their cars alone. An 
alarming 4.4 percent of school 
kids miss one day of school 
each month because they are 
afraid of someone at school. 

Reese offered no single so¬ 
lution to combat violence. We 
must learn to accept others and 
ourselves, he said. 


He advises officials and law 
officers all over the world. 

As an example of poor lead¬ 
ership he used processionary 
caterpillars placed in a circle 
around a pile of pine needles, 
their main food. Because they 
followed the leader who crawled 
in a circle, they all and died of 
starvation inches from adequate 
food. 

They assumed the leader 
knew where he was going. 
People act in much the same 
way, Reese said. 


Brookshire's parking contest continues 

by Jamenick Gunter 
staff writer 


Students and faculty can win reserved 
campus parking for another 
month. By turning in 
Brookshire’s Grocery re¬ 
ceipts, they can fund a 
scholarship for employ¬ 
ees' children and solve 
their parking problems. 

Students and fac¬ 
ulty can enter each 
week by turning in re¬ 
ceipts for groceries purchased at area 
Brookshire’s stores. Receipts can be 
dropped in Campus Mail addressed to 
Betty Briggs or turned in at the cashier’s 
office by 5 p.m. each Thursday. 

The winners are announced by cam¬ 
pus e-mail and their names are posted 
each Friday at the cashier’s office in White 
Administrative Service Center. 

This is the second year of the contest 
for faculty members,.th»f irst for students, 
Alumni Relations Director Briggs said. 

The winner can choose any parking 
spot that they want, except handicapped 
or visitors parking places. 


The most money an instructor has turned in 
a week was $5,000. The most a student has 
turned in was $441. 

Brookshire’s will give TJC 
one percent of the total turned 
in. In 1999 faculty turned in 
$70,000, Briggs said, earning 
$700 for a scholarship. 

So far this year students and 
faculty have turned in only 
$34,823.12 in receipts. 

“Participation is not as strong 
as last year,” Briggs said, but she hopes “stu¬ 
dents will stay more involved.” 

Brookshire’s started this contest she said, 
to get people to buy groceries, and to help by 
giving back to the community. This contest 
ends Feb. 29. 

Faculty winners are: Linda Zeigler, Carl 
Shotts, Kay Dawson, Diana Wallis, Shelly 
Kersh, Fran Palmer, Tim Gill, Susie Johnston, 
Linda Cross, Cheryl Rogers, Pat Cryer and 
Gloria Peggram. 

Student winners are: Brandy McGowen, 
Melissa Raynor, Sarah Montgomery and Sue 
Hayes. 



Faith builds 
within FCA 

by Kristi Flippin 
page editor 

A small group of Christian 
athletes meet in the old faculty 
lounge at Rogers Student Center 
on Monday nights. 

Fellowship of Christian Ath¬ 
letes provide a chance to gather 
with peers and learn more about 
yourself and your relationship with 
God, FCA leader Jon Groth said. 
The atmosphere is less structured 
and more interactive a traditional 
Bible studies. 

FCA is not only for athletes. 
Anyone is welcome to join the 
discussion groups and other ac¬ 
tivities they sponsor. Amateur vol¬ 
leyball and basketball games at 
Ornelas HPE Center and an an¬ 
nual weekend retreat to New 
Braunfels are planned. 

“This is a great opportunity to 
socialize with new faces and learn 
to use the practical wisdom of the 
Bible in your everyday college 
life.” Groth said. 
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Dorm room quality gets mixed opinions 


By Mike Pern 
page editor 

The spring semester is 
here and students living in 
the dorms either love or hate 
them by now. 

“The TJC dorms offer a 
variety of benefits to the stu¬ 
dents that stay in them. They 
are more economical, and 
more convenient. Most 
classes are no more then a 
five-minute walk away,” 
Residential Operations Ad¬ 
viser Jenny Sims said. 

“The $1,40G cost of the 
dorm per semester includes 
room utilities, basic cable, 
local telephone service and a 
full meal plan. Other ben¬ 


efits include new TVs in the 
lobbies, new security locks 
andoccasional Colleponsored 
programs such as pizza and 
Karoke nights, " she said. 

“It’s not as bad as I ex¬ 
pected it to be,” Jennifer 
Trueblood who lived in 
Claridge Hall said “I just 
can’t stand all the bugs in my 
room. Also, they need to in¬ 
stall change machines in the 
laundry rooms.” 

Bo Ballard who lives in 
Lewis Hall is satisfied with 
his dorm room. “I like the 
fact that you can come in 
whenever you want,” Ballard 
said. His major complaint is 


the standing water in his 
shower. 

But, not everyone who 
stays in the dorms is satisfied. 

Claridge resident Andrea 
Toler said, “People in this 
building do not take their edu¬ 
cation seriously. The con¬ 
stant noise and the parties in 
the lobby make studying al¬ 
most impossible.” 

“Out of the 532 students 
who currently stay in the 
dorms, about 85 percent of 
them are expected to return 
next semester,” Sims said. 

Where do the other 15 per¬ 
cent go? The ones that do not 
drop out can usually be found 


in a nearby apartment. 

Former Claridge resident 
Traci Rossiter moved into a 
University Pines apartment 
after three weeks. “The rooms 
were too small and I couldn’t 
stand all the crickets,” she 
said. 

She is much more satis¬ 
fied with the apartment be¬ 
cause of the extra room. “It 
is a better environment for 
studying,” she said. 

Students who come to TJC 
from out of town have many 
housing options. They can 
choose according to price, 
convenience or personal pref¬ 
erence. 


Semester brings bad, good to old, new students 


by Hannafi Buchanan, 
page editor, 

and Shawna Dunked Rhonda 
Franklin and Kristen Williams, 
staff writers 

i he first week of school 
always brings chaos, a change 


of environment, especially for 
students new to TJC . 

Good and bad and interest¬ 
ing things happen to and 
old students during mrsmme. 


Amanda Magness, 19, has 
lived in Winona all her life 
with her parents. She is en¬ 
rolled in the Scholar’s Acad¬ 
emy with a scholarship to pay 
for her classes. She works in 
the liberal and fine arts dean’s 
office and with her mom at 
Proctor and Gamble for 18 or 
more hours a week. The best 
thing that happened to her was 
that she got sick so she didn’t 
have to come to school be¬ 
cause she said she “hates 
school!” 

Jamie Jensen, 19, from 
Houston, is majoring in the¬ 
ater, which she enjoys very 
much. She lives on campus 
and does not work. Jamie's 
worst problem has been with 
people, including campus 
safetyofficers, who do not like 
for her to skate on campus. 

Susan Parker, a 29-year- 
old single mother, is majoring 
in criminal justice. She lives 
with her son in a nearby apart¬ 
ment and has been able to con¬ 
tinue her education with the 
help of financial aid. The best 
thing that has happened to Su¬ 
san this semester is that her 
son made the AB honor roll at 
his school. 

Justin Malojje is an 18-year 
olgl generalstu^lies major, “but 
I'm thinking of changing it to 
theater.” He lives in Lindale 
with his mom and works with 
her at Stewart B lood Center as 


a telerecruiter about 30 hours 
a weely. He has to save his 
money though he’s glad he 
gets help from grants and loans. 
He had some problems with 
registration, but the worst thing 
that has happened to him was 
a guy tried to run him off the 
road and almost caused a wreck 
on the way home. 

Edward Davies, 24, from 
Freetown, Sierra Leone, South 
Africa, lives in Tyler with his 
wife and new-born daughter 
Eva. He is majoring in eco¬ 
nomics and has a Presidential 
Circle Scholarship for his tu¬ 
ition. He works for a church 
for 15 hours a week. The worst 
thing that happened to him was 
not being able to buy his books 
the first week of class. 

Sandra Yanez, 22, lives in 
Tyler with her husband and 
daughter. She received a Pell 
Grant to attend TJC. The best 
thing that happened in her first 
week no school on Monday; 
the worst was trying to find the 
grave of Duke, the Dog for a 
freshman orientation assign¬ 
ment. 

Anton Gladchenko, 20, 
from Hizhnevartovsk, Russia, 
says he has to find a new girl¬ 
friend. He lives with two room¬ 
mates in an apartment, His 
parents, still in Russia, help 
support him, but he also workd 
at the Media Center to earn his 
rent money. 


Foreign language major, 



6-10 p.m. Friday, Feb. 18 
10 a.m.- 9 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 19 
10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Sunday, Feb. 20 

Special appearance of Batmobile 
from “Batman Returns” and Kitt, the. 
talking car from “Kmght Rider” * 
courtesy of 

Lakesrde-Auto Museum in-ftockwall 

Raffle tickets $5 for 

restored red 1965 Mustang Coupe _ 


c% 
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EAST TEXAS 
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eyes to how unpredictable! 
life can be. i have becom^ 
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kitchen and clo thes closet, 
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World War jl 
Information 



- Remembering WWII 

Baptist pastor Runnels recalls hardships of war 


by Coretta Williams 
staff writer 

Three brothers separated 
in World War II - they never 
saw each other overseas, but 
only met again when they 
came home. This is a typi¬ 
cal story — all the sons go 
to war — with a happy 
ending.This happened to 
Leggett Runnels during 
World War II. 

The Rev. Leggett Run¬ 
nels, 79, of Tyler served 
three years as a corporal on 
a gun crew. His war story 
began Dec. 7, 1941, the day 
the Japanese bombed Pearl 
Harbor. He was in Amarillo 
working on the railroad 
when his drafting papers 
were mailed to his mom. 
Soon after, he had to quit his 


job on the railroad for 
Army training. Runnels 
began his basic training 
in Fort Worth. After this, 
he sailed to England, fin¬ 
ished his training, drilled 
and built air bases. 

He also organized a 
200-voice male chorus, 
which sang at Royal 
Albert Hall. 

“Life was hard. Noth¬ 
ing was easy. No matter 
what the weather was, you 
had to get out there and 
do your job,” Runnels ad¬ 
mits with a smile. 

World War II brought 
about some major life 
changes for Runnels, es¬ 
pecially in a time where 
most of the world was seg¬ 


regated. Runnels says the 
times were extremely hard 
for blacks, but nothing could 
be done about it. 

“The food here was aw¬ 
ful,” Runnels said. “We had 
to eat horse meat, which was 
red, thick and dry.” Run¬ 
nels explained how a boy 
shot him when he was car¬ 
rying mail. He remembers 
how he slept in the snow 
and in foxholes. 

Runnels spent most of 
his leisure time doing what 
he loves most, singing. He 
did not have a girlriend at 
the time, but admits the 
women were nice. 

“All they wanted was 
cigarettes and chocolate — 
cigarettes for the women, 


Veteran's story changes outlook 


by Julie Steck 
page editor 

After hearing about the tor- 
lures, the extreme heat, the kill¬ 
ings and the hate described by a 
World War II prisoner of war, I 
went home and adjusted my 
usual “Woe is me” rituals into 
“Hallelujahs” instead. 

This man, an American vet¬ 
eran, was captured by the 
Japanese when he was 22. 

For two and a half years in 
wartime prison, he lived a 
Stephen King horror story. 

He was one of 750 pris¬ 
oners in a Japanese ship, 
when an American torpedo 
blasted through the walls and 
demolished 668 young men. 
The blast broke his right arm 
and three ribs and a bullet 
wounded his foot and hand, 
lowering his chances of escape. 
Without the aid of a fellow pris¬ 
oner who used a sharpened 
pocket knife to dig the gan¬ 
grene out of his arm and foot, 
Hayes Bolitho would have died, 

My worst experience is 
something like falling off my 
bike when I was five. How can 
you see 600 comrades die and 
still come back sane enough to 
get married and live a normal 
life? Bolitho’s story has put my 


worries and complaints into 
perspective. I gripe about eat¬ 
ing macaroni and cheese more 
than once a week, but at 23, 
this man weighed 95 pounds 
because he had eaten rice at 
every meal everyday for two 
years. His life was in the hands 
of a Japanese general who 


These young men 
served our country as 
probably no one ever 
will again in our lifetime ... 


wanted to kill him and every 
other American service man. 
My life is in the hands of my 
family who love and protect 
me. He had no medicine to 
ease those pains when his bul¬ 
let wounds had to be cut open 
and the gangrenous flesh 
slowly scraped out. I want a 
bandage when my fingernail 
rips. 

These young men served 
our country as probably no 
one ever will again in our life¬ 
times, but I haven’t really ap¬ 
preciated their sacrifices until 
now. Some of my generation 
don’t even know when World 


War II took place. They know 
nothing of this part of our heri¬ 
tage. 

These veterans witnessed 
people dying by the thousands 
around them and somehow 
managed to out-smart death. 

When these young men re¬ 
turned home from the war, they 
didn’t just walk through 
the door and sit on the 
couch in front of a televi¬ 
sion set to watch the 
“Simpsons” for a few 
hours. 

Instead, when the front 
door opened, and familiar 
faces appeared, tears rolled 
down their checks. They didn’t 
take another breath of air for 
granted. As they drove down 
the road, they were the ones 
being honked at because they 
were admiring the horses play¬ 
ing in the pasture. 

World War II veterans con¬ 
tributed something to our soci¬ 
ety we need a little more of - 
appreciation. They learned to 
appreciate every possession 
they had, no matter its size or 
appearance, because they knew 
it could be worse. Does it take 
an experience like war to make 
some of us realize that? 


and chocolate for their chil¬ 
dren,” he said. 

A lifetime resident of 
the Tyler/Flint area. Run¬ 
nels lives with his wife 
Joyce and has three grown 
daughters. A pastor for 
about 30 years, he is asso¬ 
ciate pastor for Galilee 
Baptist Church in Flint. 

Runnels still enjoys do¬ 
ing what he does best, sing¬ 
ing. He started singing be¬ 
fore he went into the Army, 
but did most of his singing 
when he came out. 

He has sung with the 
Heavenly Gospel Singers 
for a number of years. Run¬ 
nels is a lead singer with 
the Galilee Male Chorus. 


TJC NEWS 
CLASSIFIED 
ADVERTISING 
510-2299 



Student lifeguards 
needed for spring and 
summer. Complete appli¬ 
cation at Human Re¬ 
sources and bring your 
class schedule and certi¬ 
fications to Sondra 
Ramsour, Ornelas HPE 
Center. 


Accepting applica¬ 
tions for wait persons, 
pool manager, life¬ 
guards, and summer 
temporaries: full and 
part time available. 
Apply Tuesday to Sat¬ 
urday between 2 and 5 
p.m. Willow Brook 
Country Club. Or fax 
resume to: 592-8246 


Sell it here!!! 
15 words $3 
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Snow surprises Fast Texas, causes traffic carnage 

This event made driving, walk- Texan. If I’d only had a camera My normal 30-rmnute drive 


by Mike Pern 
page editor 

Thursday Jan. 28, our insight- 
fu 1 and intel 1 igent president said, 
in a speech, that global warm¬ 
ing will be the greatest envi¬ 
ronmental challenge in the new 
century. Later on that day, I 
considered those words of wis¬ 
dom as I sat in traffic stalled by 
three inches of snow on Tyler 
streets. 

I personally believe the 
idea of global warming is a 
scare tactic conspiracy de¬ 
signed to get private corpora¬ 
tions to conform to govern¬ 
mental standards, thus forcing 
them onto a leash of ever-in¬ 
creasing regulations, but that 
is another story for another 
time. My point is,.: IT 
SNOWED —- in East Texas. 

Okay, so maybe it wasn’t 
snow. Call it ice, sleet, hail, an 
evil omen, whatever you want, 
the fact is three or so inches of 
freezing precipitation fell from 
the upper atmosphere and so¬ 
lidified on the ground in asym¬ 
metrical whitish formations. 


ing and all other outdoor activi¬ 
ties extremely difficult, if not, 
hazardous. 


to capture people’s expressions 
that snowy afternoon. Looks of 
surprise, elation, despair, even 


I’ve neve* lived in a climate 
where if snowus regularly every 
winter, but my frequent trips to 
colder regions have kept me fa¬ 
miliar with that process. This is 
not the case for the average East 


terror graced the remaining faces 
on campus as the weather com¬ 
pletely eradicated the typical 
Thursday-afternoon-compla¬ 
cency-routine. 

The roads were even worse. 


home turned into a four-hour 
display of automobile carnage. 
First of all, more cars were on 
the road then I’ve ever seen in 
Tyler before. It seemed like 
everybody with four wheels 
and an engine turned out to 
polish their snow-drivingskills. 
Or maybe no one in Tyler re¬ 
members what sitting traffic is 
like so they all decided to re¬ 
fresh their memories. 
Fortunately,the vehicle I own 
is equipped with mud tires and 
four-wheel-drive so I was able 
to sit back in relative comfort 
and watch Tyler residents re¬ 
discover the doughnut. It’s a 
lot easier on ice: 

After a few hours of chaos, 
.Mother Nature decided she had 
seen enough stupidity and 
raised the temperature enough 
to clear the roads and allow me 
to get home. The point is folks, 
it snowed in Tyler. It even stuck 
around for awhile. 

And they say this planet is 
getting warmer. 


Stephen F. Austin State University 



Community College Transfer Scholarship Program 


The Community College Transfer Scholarship Program of- To be eligible for the scholarship: 
fers new students transferring to SFA from community col- • Attend community college(s) before transferring to SFA 

leges an opportunity to qualify for awards up to $2,000 for the • Complete at least 45 transferable semester hours with a 3.00 

fall and spring semesters of their first academic year at SFA. qPA or higher 

The scholarship is renewable for a second year if you meet • Submit official college transcript(s) from all colleges attended 

certain criteria. • Be officially admitted to the university for the fall 2000 se- 

There is no application for the scholarship. Students will au- mester 

tomatically be considered and notified of their eligibility upon This is what rT could mean for you: 

receipt of a completed application for admissions and official * $1,000 for the first year if the transferable GPA is 3.00-3.49 

college transcript(s). * $2,000 for the first year if the transferable GPA is 3.50-4.00 

For more information: 

Office of Admissions, PO Box 13051, Nacogdoches, Texas 75962 
(409) 468-2504 Phone; (409) 468-3849 Fax 
admissionsdsfasu.edu 

Stephen F. Austin State University www.sfasu.edu 


TJC loses at regional 
flag football tourney 

time victory. TJC never 


by Kristi Flippin 
page editor 

The TJC intramural 
men’s flag football cham¬ 
pionship played well but 
lost two games in the Tar¬ 
get Flag Football Regional 
Tournament, Novem¬ 
ber 19-21. 

TJC 
started 
off the || 
week¬ 
end by 
win¬ 
ning 
their first 
game agaisnt 
Mary-Hardin 
Baylor University 
21-13,atthisdoubleelimi- 
nation tournament of pre- 
domir\ately four year 
school. 

Tyler .lost their second 
game to University of Ar¬ 
kansas-Little Rock 20-0. 

TJC bounced back to 
defeat Texas Tech Univer¬ 
sity 25-19 in adouble-over- 


gave up, even when they 
were down 13-0. The win 
placed TJC in the top six¬ 
teen teams of a fifty- plus 
team tournament hosted 
by the University of Texas 
at Arlington. 

The Apacehes started 
game four 
against Okla¬ 
homa with 
6-0 



“Overall the 
squad played with a lot of 
heart and never gave up, 
even when up against 
more experienced four - 
year universities," Intra¬ 
mural Sponsor Bill 
O’Connor said. 


“Someone Who'll” 
to open Feb. 9th 



Someone 


reefed by T 

struetor 

Shackelfori 


p.m each night. 

Tickets cost $3 fo 
everyone tor at 

spring musical. Th< 
box office openei 
Wednesday* Anyo* 
may reserve a seal 
but seat! ndt clalmei 
by 7:15 p.m. eacl 
night will be releasei 


Faulds said. 

‘Someone \ 
Watch Over Me 
the story ofthre 
kidnapped and 
hostage by ter 
in the Middle 
During their ir 
onment, they b 
relationship 


owr e: 
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We’re a textbook 


wh 


We realize we don't have illidste your time explaining the virtues of the Internet. Let's just say that at 
VarsityBooks.com we've made Hie most of it. Not only can you save up to 40% on your textbooks, but you'll 
also receive them in just one to three business days. All on a Web site that's completely reliable and secure. 
What more do you need to know? 


SAVE UP TO 40% ON TEXTBOOKS 

Savings off distributor’s suggested price. Books delivered in no more than three business days. Some restrictions apply. See site for details. 





